4                            ABS.
Prayer, the Communion Service, and the office for the Visitation of the Sick. In all these cases, the Sacraments included, priestly blessing is of no value, and no absolution is conferred, except on those qualified to receive it. The principle is found in Matt. x. 12, 13. When ye come into a House salute it; and if the House be worthy let your peace come upon it; but if it be not worthy let your peace return to you. If, when the Priest in Divine Service pronounces the absolution, you are among these who " truly repent and unfeignedly believe the holy Gospel/' your sins are even then remitted to you by GOD, who speaks to you by the voice of His ordained Minister. So also will it he if you receive the Sacraments worthily. But if you do not repent and believe, the blessing of the Priest will be null and void as regards you, and will return to him. Some persons will say, If they repent and believe they need not the intervention of either Minister or Sacraments. Just so Socinians say, If they repent and believe they need not the intercession of our LORD. But the Scriptural Christian will not reason thus, but have recourse to the means of grace appointed by GOD and to the Ministers of reconciliation sent forth by HIM. They know that there can be no merit in their faith and repentance : they gladly, therefore, hear and receive free and unmerited pardon from GOD, in the way which GOD has ordained.
The following are the three forms by which absolution is pronounced in, the Church of England:
At Morning and Evening Prayer:
Tlie Absolution or .Remission of Sins, to be pronounced by the Priest alone, standing; the People still kneeling.
Almighty GOD, the FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; and hath given power and commandment to His Ministers, to declare and pronounce to His people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of their sins: HE pardoneth and absolvetb all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe His holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech HIM to grant us true repentance,and His HOLY SPIRIT; that those things may please HIM which we do at this present*